
Planning Department Memorandum

07-16DATE

June 29 2007 TO

George A Wood City Manager FROM

James P Shaw AICP Planning Director SUBJECT

Modification offront yard parking ordinance Attached

for your review isa revised ordinance amendment addressing front yard parking
As a result ofthe public hearing on the previous amendment staff was asked to prepare

the Mayor and City Council asked the staff toaddress the following issues1

The ordinance shouldnot apply to the smaller single-family lots2 Paving
should not be required 3There
should beanarea designated forpazking andit should exclude the area between

the houseand the front property line4Landlords
should be required to provide adequate parking for their tenants whatever

the number may be5Vehicles
should beparked inan orderly fashionI believe

this amendment addresses the issues that were raised along with those raised during the

Mayor and Council s initialdiscussion ofthe parking problem The main points of

the revised amendment are1It

only applies to R-15 R-20 R-30and R-40zoning districts2 Parking isprohibited between the
house and front property line unless the vehicles areona paved surface

Parking is allowed anywhere to the side or rearof the house without
paving 3Vehicles and other items must

be parked inanorderly fashion 4The owner of theproperty
must provide an adequate azea on the property that meets the ordinance provisions for

parking vehicles As written this applies to property owners and does

not distinguish between owner- occupied and renter-occupied houses Both are

treated the same5The planning director isgiven the

authority towaive the requirements of the ordinance if warranted bya hardship
due tohealthofthe occupant orphysical constraints ofthe property You had

previously mentioned placing thison

the agenda asadiscussion item prior to holding a public hearingIask that

you do sowhen you feelit isappropriate



ORDINANCE 2007-3AN

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE STATESBORO MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING

THE ZONING ORDINANCE WHEREAS

theCity has previously adopted an ordinance regulating the use of land

commonly knownas the Zoning Ordinance and WHEREAS

the current Zoning Ordinance has limited requirements for the location

and constructionofparking areas for single-family andtwo-family residential structuresand WHEREAS
the parking

of vehicles on unimproved surfaces in frontofsingle- family and two-family
residential structures cancause damage tolandscaped yards create sedimentation problems due
tostorm water runoff cause an unkempt and disorderly appearance and decrease

property values and WHEREAS theCity Manager

andCity Attorney have proposed an amendment tothe Zoning Ordinance that

would regulate the location and use of parking areas for single-family and two-family dwellings

incertain zoning districtsNOWTIREFORE BEITORDAP

3EDbytheMayor and CityCouncil of the City of Statesboro Georgia in regular

session assembledasfollows Section1 AppendixA of the

Statesboro Municipal Code is hereby amended byadding a new Section 1605 with
the following language Section 1605 Requirements for single-family and

two-family residential parking For single-familyand two-family dwellingswithin
the R-I5

R-20 R-30and R-40 zoningdistricts the following restrictions shallapplyAItshallbe
unlawful forany personto park placeorallow the

parking or placement ofanautomobile truck trailer motorcycle all-terrain vehicle recreational vehicle boat

or similar item onan unimproved surface within the
areabetween any outsidewailofahouse and aproperty

line whichisalsoapublicrightofway boundary If

the property abuts more than one public right of way this prohibition shall

apply to the area between any outside wallofthe house and

any property line that is alsoapublic rightofway boundary

B Vehicles and other items as described above may be parked or placed on

an

unimproved surface only iflocated ona partof the property that

isnot between thehouse and a property line that is



also apublic right ofway boundary and only if parked or placed in

an orderly fashion

C The owner ofthe property must provide an adequate area meeting
the provisions above for all vehicles andor other items used or

owned by residents or visitors ofthe property

D The Planning Director for the City shall have the authority to

waive in whole or in part the provisions ofsubsections AB and

C above in the event of ahardship related to physical constraints of
the property or health ofa resident ofthe property The property
owner shall be required to provide proof ofa hardship sufficient to

warrant awaiver

E All vehicles and other items referenced in section 1605A shall

have valid and current license andor registration as required by the

State of Georgia and shall be legally and safely operable as

originally designed

In the event of a conflict between the requirements ofthis section and any

other access control and driveway standards and specifications in use by
the City of Statesboro the most restrictive specifications and requirements
shall take precedence

Section 2 Should any section subsection or provision of this ordinance be ruled

invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction then all other sections subsections and

provisions ofthis ordinance shall remain in full force and effect

Section 3 This Ordinance shall be and remain in full force and effect from and

after its adoption on two separate readings

First Reading August 7 2007

Second Reading August 21 2007

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF STATESBORO GEORGIA

By William S Hatcher Mayor

A st Ju M McCorkle City Clerk


